iSo	Structure of I^ocal Government
as that of the city council, restricting the length of time during which
a councillor may be a chairman of a committee. There seems to be
no difficulty in finding chairmen or councillors willing to serve on
committees. Witney is the only council which goes in for parochial
committees, but it seems to be the invariable practice to consult
parishes before embarking on any scheme which would involve the
parish in an increased special rate. In the vast majority of cases
parish clerks described their relations with their R.D.C. as 'friendly'
or 'cordial7; only in two cases as 'correct'. In the case of Witney, wre
were informed that 'almost all' the rural district councillors wrere
also parish councillors; the proportion for Abingdon is just under
50 per cent. We have no information as regards Bullingdon or
Ploughley,
It is evident that the time and expense involved are very much
greater for a rural district councillor than for a parish councillor.
The payment of travelling expenses to attend meetings of the council
or committees is not permissible, and the payment of special expenses
to attend conferences, &c., is unusual. Consequently, wage-earners
are practically excluded from membership, and the majority of the
members are drawn from those sections of the people who are fairly
well-to-do. It is not easy to generalize, but it would seem roughly
true to say that in all the councils the agricultural interest predomi-
nates, the majority consisting of fanners and landowners (or their
agents) in fairly equal proportions, the minority of other trades and
professions, schoolmasters, parsons, builders.   Women are every-
where in a small minority—Witney has no women members at all.
Except in the Abingdon Rural District Council there is a fair sprink-
ling of county councillors and magistrates. The membership of the
councils is renewed triennially; one-third of the councillors retire
each year, but very few of them need fear having to face a contest,
Owing to the 1932 reorganization, statistics of past elections are not
available, but since the reorganization there have only been contested
elections in five parishes, viz. Littlemore, Wheatley, Dorchester, Ken-
nington, and Eynsham—all parishes which have been considerably
urbanized.   A contested election in a rural parish seems quite un-
heard of; one council states that difficulty has sometimes been
found in getting any one to stand.   There is no evidence of any
candidates being supported by party or other electoral organizations.
Attendance of the public at meetings of the councils is permitted,
but is quite unusual.
It should be observed that while the membership of these councils
Is about three-quarters that of an average county council, their per-

